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Bixth District Oommittee.

The People’s party central committes
of the Sixth distriot, will meat at Colby,
Kanone, March 9, for the purpoee of ar-
rapging for the congressional conven-
tlon, snd for the transaction of such
other business as may come béfors it.

Josern Danvixe, Chairman,

F, O Josxsox, Secretary.

Tae Alliance may be dead, but
what we saw in Topeka laat week
dido’t look very much like a faneral
procession

Tae might be called the National
Alliance edition of the Apvooars. It
oould not be devoted to a better or-
ganization, though 1t would contain a
greater variety of news il it were
larger.

Ir is seldom that the publio takes
80 much interest in & newspaper story
a8 it is now teking in “The Dead
Line,” now running in the Apvooare.
The publishers sincerely hope the
readers will be as well pleased with
. the laat ohapters of the story as they

*  were with the first.

Bay, you oonservative politician,
just look back to any period of politi-
oal sgitation and see how ridiculons
the conservatives of that time sppear
now. The defenders of slavery were
conservatives; the tories of the Ameri-
ean revolution were conservatives
They all balonged to the “stand-up”
erowd of their day, though most of

them were ashamed of it before they
died,

A oowwox saying smong Kansas
Populists is that if 8 man cannot be
oonverted by any olher method it is
only necessary to get him to read the
Avpvocars, sod in many localities the
friends of reform are diligently at
- work circalating the paper. As we
é» cannot answer all their letters af
~ ones, we take this means of thacking
-. 0 for their patriotio work, The
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PUBLIO OWNERSHIP OF PUBLIO
UTILITIES,

We have frequently called atten-
tion to the fact that the very best
features of our government to-day,
state and national, are those wherein
the management is exclusively under
puablio control. Our postoffice system
bas been s0 frequently cited that it is
unnecessary now to enlarge apon its
methods or its benefits. Itis suffi-
clent that every Ameriern citizen
knows it to be the cheapest, the best
managed, and the most efficient in-
stitntion in the land, and yet it is not
owned by individuals or corporations,
por is 1t conduoted by private enter-
prise. It is & conspicuons object
lesson in “psternalism”—so conspicn-
ous that the eyes of the people cannot
be diverted from it.

Our publiec school system is another
example of like character. If indi-
vidualism and private enterprise pos-
sesses the superior advantages over
public mansgement that they are
said to possess, why is not our educa-
tional system left to individoals or
farmed out to corporations? Why
this invasion of the provinoce of the
indinidoal by the publio? And, is it
not strange that the bitterest op-
ponents of “puternalism,” those who
ory londest against the polioy of gov-
ernment ownership and management
of railroads, telegraphs, telephones
and other publio ntilities, interpose
no objection to our postoffice and
our public school aystems? Why is
this the csse?! Is it not because
these institutions are too popular to
be attacked rather than beocsuse
these repsesentatives of corporata
greed and power would object to
their mansgement for private gain?
Who believes that if it were possible
to transfer the management of the
poskoffice and the pablic school
systems from public to private
hands that the same presa that is
now bitterest against the pablic man-
agoment of other utilities wounld not
rejoice in such & ehange and speak
of it as a relingnishment by the pub-
lioc ol functions rightfully belonging
to the individnal? They refrain
from the advceacy of such a change
simply becaunse they dare not nnder-
take it. Publio sentiment would not
now tolerate such an assumption
simply becsuse publio sentiment is
educated upon this subject in the|.
sohool of experience. But if publio
mansagement is such a good thing in
these instances why should it be so
dreaded in other things! Is there
an argnment that can be advanced
againat the public ownership and
management of railroads and other
monopolies that will not apply with
equal force to the postcfiloe and to
the public school?! Not one.

But we have some other illnstra-
tions bearing npon the transporta-
tion question that it will be diffienlt
for the apologista of corporate power
to harmonize with their theories.
We refer to the canals of the state
of New York These great water-
ways are the property of the state.
Nct only that, section 100 of the
state constitntion forbids their sale
even by the lquhhn.

insures them against

corrapt legialators.

Section 18 of the statutes relating
to canals reads as follows:

In the oomstruction of every oanal of
whioh the construotion ia or ahall be anthor-
Ined by law, the canal commissioners shall
have power, and it shall be thaeir daty, to
make all such canals, feeders, looks, dams,
squeducts and other works ss they shall
deem the proper conetruotion of suoch ca-
nals to require; and thay shall enter on, and
fake possession of, and uso, all lands,
stroams and wabers, the appropristion of
whioh, for the use of such canals and
worke, shall in their judgment be necessary,

Bection 33 of the ststutes provides
that the commissioners shall make
such roles as they deem reasonable
for the navigation of the canals
This duty now devolves upon & su-
perintendent of public works; and
under the regulstions adopted, any
citizen may place a boat upon these
canals and engage in the business of
transportation.

Ohio and Indiana, and other states,
likewise, have state canals, and it
would seem to ba in order for the ex-
ponents of corporate greed to show
why, inasmuch as & state may own &
eanal, 1t may not also own & railroad.
It would aleo zeem to be in order to
show why the government of the
United States may not construet and
own the Nicsrsgua canal instead of
donating the money for ita construe-
tion to a corporation and then per-
mitting the corporation to own it,
and use it ever afterwaids as an in-
strument of pablic plonder. The in-
tensity of the opposition of the great
dailies to such a polioy 1n the face of
such facts as we have presented, af-
fords ground of suspicion that they
are not aoting altogether from un-
salfish motives.

We hold that public ownership of
railroads, telegraphs, telephones, and
all other ntilitiea now monopolized or
susceptible of being monopolized for
private gain at the expense of the
peop.e, would inure to the benefit of
the people, and that it is therefore
the duty of the government in exe-
oution of the constitutional obligation
to provide for the public welfare to
assume the ownership and mansge-
ment of all enon ntilities and moncpo-
lies in the interest of the public. We
have cited some of the examples of
public ownership and management
showing clearly their advantages;

and it would therefore sppear to be
in order for those who oppoae an ex-
tenmon of this policy to give some
reason for their opposition, or con-
fess that they have no resson und for-
ever afterwards hold their peace.
The real reason for all this opposi-

hnuu!onndmthapmﬁtaatmcnop—
olies, and it is fair to presume that
the bitterness of the press in this op-
position, in the face of the advant-
ages and benefits to the peopls of
poblic ownership and mansgement,
is wspired by a participationin those
profits. Until they present better
arguments against this policy than
they ever have done they will fail to
convinee the people that this pre-
sumption is not well founded.

The United Siates seamer Kearsarge,
famous for haviog ended the oareer of

mauu?mm;:irgum. wad
wrecked o 008k m
on February 2.

conivanos of greedy corporations and |

NOTES AND OOMMENT.

A bill to grant women a right to vote
in school elections is on a fair way to
pass the Tows legialaiure,

Seastor Woloott has offered s resolu
tion providing for the submission of the
conntitntional smendment prohibiting
the states from denying suffrage to any
person on account of sex.

Bland’s 1atest production, the seignior-
sge bill, is not meeting with any atart-
ling degree of success sofar. The first
motion o oonsider it in committes of
the whole was defeated by a vote of 166
to 6.

Ap will be seen by reference fo the
gyllabue in this issue, in the omse of
Mary B, Lesse va. J. W. Freeborn, the
supreme court decided in favor of the
plaintiff. The gist of the decision is
that a member of the board of charities
cennot be removed by the governor
withcut osuse and without notice. It
is now a question ‘whether anybody
wishes to prefer eharges to remove the
incumbent,

The recent deowions of Judge Dundy,
the railroad lawyer who presides over
the United Btates court at Omabhs, have
been the means of raising a question
which has startled rasilroad peopls and
made some of them think thet jurisdic-
fion in railrosd matters haa been carried
too far. Since the jndge decided that
employes of & road in United States re-
osiver ' handa are government employes
and, therelore, not at liberty to quit
without the consent of the osurt, the sm-
ployes of the Upion Pacifio have in-
quired why they ehould not be puton
the eight hour scheduls along with other
government employes, as the law pro-
vides. The question is ssid o hava been
first raised by Eugene Debs, the suthor
of an artiole in this paper.

A funpy incident about a sarious mat-
¥ar occurred Isat week, A dispatch from
Nashville, Tenn,, snnounced that John
J. Ingalls, who waa leoturing there, had
been converted to Christianity at Rev.
Bam Jones' revival. Next morning a
dispatoh from Atchison, Mr, Ingalls’
home, declared the other report & can-
ard, giving Mra. Ingalls s authority
that the ex-senator was alresdy s mem-
bar of the Episcopal church and there-
fore not in need of conversion. The
ridiculonsness of this denial must have
struck the publio vary forcibly, Sines
Me. Ingalls has frequently changed his
mind regarding political queations, there
ia no good resson why he should not
have takean a religious flop also. Yet the
report may have been falss,

The latest sensation caused by that
dirty class of scandal moogers who are
always aoccusing and seldom proving
their chargesa. has resolted in the arreat
of J. A. Smith,of Kansas City, better
known there as Doglace Smith. A few
days ago he reiterated the ocharges of
oorruption made against the atate ad-
ministration, making it more apecific by
saying that Governor Lewelling, Polica
Judge King, of Ksnsss City, W. W.
Acking snd othars bad accepted bribes
from the gamblers of Kanssa Ci'y to per-
mit them to oarry on their business,
These charges he put in writing and
throngh Mra, Lease they were o nveyad
to the Topeks OCapital, in wbich they
were published after several other daily
papers had refused to touch tham,
owing to the bad reputation of the
sothor, The Kanssa ity contingent of
the acoused at onoe caused the arrest of
Bmith on & charge of criminal libel and
he ia now awaiting trial.
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